
Care of Giant African Land Snails (GALS) 

 

 

GALS are very easy to look after. They require minimal attention but must be watched carefully as it is 

possible to almost forget about them. 

Since they are from Africa, the snails require indoor temperatures; they cannot survive outside or in porches 

where the temperature will drop at night. They can overheat if left in direct sunlight, or de-hydrate if the soil 

dries out. Snails have been known to close off their shells and hibernate, but they can be brought round by 

standing them in a shallow dish of warm water to soften the “skin” they grow across the shell opening. 

They require a tray with a clear lid – seed propagators from garden centres are perfect. It is not necessary to 

provide heaters if the temperature is stable in the room in which they are kept. 

The snails require about two inches (5cms) depth of ordinary potting compost which must be kept moist but 

not wet. Snails like to bury themselves under the surface to replace their body moisture. A small water dish 

can be placed in the tray but this is not necessary as the snails can absorb all the moisture they need from 

their food and the soil. 

The snails do not need to be cleaned out often; once every two weeks the compost needs turning over with a 

trowel just to keep it fresh. Replacing compost only needs doing once a month. 

GALS will eat almost any plant material so it may be necessary to experiment to find their favourite food. 

Leafy vegetables, such as lettuce stalks or cabbage leaves, seem to be a favourite. Young snails need lettuce as 

the cabbage leaves are too leathery for their little mouth. They must NOT be fed citrus fruit (oranges, 

grapefruits, lemons) as the acidic juice will damage their shells. 

The snails also require a source of calcium to allow their shells to grow. A cuttlebone from a pet shop is the 

perfect thing (the same as would be used for budgies) but washed eggshells will serve as a good substitute. 

The snails will grow to 4 – 6 inches in length and live for about 3 to 5 years if looked after properly. They must 

be handled with great care as any damage to their shells can be fatal. 

As regards hygiene, the only rule to follow is that hands must be washed after handling the snails. 


